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processes of detail, three years ago, two years ago, and, finally,
only six months ago. I have pleaded this cause in good time;
I have pleaded it when it was already late ; and perhaps my right
hon. Friend may remember I have even adjured him not to
be deterred from doing right because it was impressed on him
by the devil. But neither reason nor persuasion nor coaxing
has had the slightest effect against the massive obstinacy
of the powers that be, the powers that have led us to where
we are now. This Debate, however, differs from others we
have had on the same subject. It is possible to vote to-night
upon a perfectly clear issue. We are indebted to the Liberal
Party for having brought the House of Commons squarely
up to the fence. The House must jump that fence
or swerve ignominiously away from it and, in the result, as I
believe, lose a race upon which the stakes not only comprise the
safety of our country, but also affect great causes of world
significance.
I am going to address myself particularly to hon. Friends of
mine above the Gangway who sit behind the Ministers. I cannot
believe that many of them do not share the anxieties which are
pressing upon the thinking majority of their fellow-countrymen.
I appeal, therefore, to these gentlemen, but I do not appeal in
suppliant terms; indeed, if at all, it is in minatory and corn-
minatory terms. I say they have a grave responsibility for our
present plight. The history of England is still to be written and
unfolded. History will disentangle individual responsibility and
will lay the blame on the shoulders where blame should be, but
hon. Gentlemen above the Gangway—pledged, loyal, faithful
supporters on all occasions of His Majesty's Government—must
not imagine that they can throw their burden wholly on the
Ministers of the Crown. Much power has rested with them.
One healthy growl from those benches three years ago—and how
different to-day would be the whole lay-out of our armaments
production ! Alas, that service was not forthcoming. We have
drifted on in general goodnatured acquiescence for three whole
years—not for three whole years of ignorance or unawareness,
but for three whole years with the facts glaring us full in
the face.
We have drifted on and we have drifted down, and the question
to-night is sharply, brutally even, whether we shall go on drifting
or make a renewed effort to rise abreast of the level of events.
I put it as bluntly as I possibly can. If only fifty Members of the
Conservative Party went into the Lobby to-night to vote for this
61

